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News Frames around the Opening ceremonies of the 
Beijing Olympics and the London Olympics : A Content 




For this research, I analyzed the television news content of five Tokyo-based Japanese 
network news programs. The scope of this analysis was the entirety of these programs' news 
coverage around the Opening ceremonies of the Beijing Olympics and the London Olympics. 
Wel-trained coders coded these data. In addition, I analyzed the video and narration on news 
coverage around the opening ceremonies and added discourse analysis. And I also compared 
results of the Beijing Olympics with analysis results of the London Olympics. 
News coverage around the time of the opening of the Beijing Olympics framed the Games 
against the background of The Great Wal of China as the realization of a 'Chinese dream' and 
an achievement on the part of the Chinese as an ethnic group. In addition, there was frequent 
coverage regarding the visits of Chinese politicians and world leaders to the venue. In the case 
of the London Olympics, Japanese reporters against the background of Big Ben framed the 
Games there in terms of economic redevelopment and rejuvenation opportunities, focusing on 
their 'commercial' aspects. There was also frequent coverage of British popular culture 
celebrities. Those keywords were reflective of commonly held Japanese stereotypes regarding 
the two countries. 
Results of the news text analysis carried out for our research revealed the existence of 
'national frames' and 'city frames'. Beijing Games coverage was informed by a ‘national frame’ 
emphasizing imagery such as Chinese leader Hu Jintao and symbols identified with Chinese 
national identity, whereas in London Games coverage there was no such emphasis on the 
United Kingdom as a nation. In contrast, the 'city frame' informing London Games coverage 
emphasized the culture of the city as symbolized in the reactions of its citizens, whereas 
Beijing Games coverage paid almost no attention to the host city itself. 
 
